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defensive purpose, the space occupied by them might be
better used to afford the city a new engirdling artery of
traffic. Accordingly the walls were demolished, the moat
was filled, and the magnificent R^ngstrasse of present-day
Vienna took their place. The new thoroughfare forms a
sort of polygon, with a main roadway fifty feet wide, and
on either side smaller parallel roadways each twenty feet
in width and lined with double rows of trees. Abutting
on it space was reserved for various gardens, small parks,
and sites for public buildings. From many points of view
this is the world's most imposing street. The work was
done not by the city authorities but by an imperial com-
mission ; and the cost was practically nothing, for the land
belonged to the state and such portions as were sold to
private parties sufficed to pay not only for the making of
the street but for many abutting public improvements as
well.

During the last half-century replanning schemes, more
Present-day or iess comprehensive in their scope, have been carried
through in a great many cities of Europe. In London the
Regent Street reconstructions, the Thames Embankment;
and the new King's Way are only a few examples. In the
cities of Germany there has been even greater progress along
similar lines; the achievements of Frankfort, Cologne,
Diisseldorf, Mannheim, and Karlsruhe in this direction are
well known. The reconstruction of any European city is
always a very expensive matter; for it is the down-town
area that needs the city planner's attention, and there the
property which must be bought for street widening is ex-
ceedingly valuable. In the municipalities of newer coun-
tries, like the United States, South America, and Australia,
the problem is often simpler. Here a replanning scheme
does not to the same degree involve cutting the heart out
of a community, though some New World replanning proj-
ects, such as that of Buenos Aires, for example, have entailed
some costly heart-cutting operations. At any rate, urban.